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September 19, 1997

Lewis Maldonado, Esq.
ORC-3
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
75 Hawthorne Street
San Francisco, CA 94105

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Re: BPOU Perchlorate PRPs

Dear Lewis:

Enclosed certain newspaper clippings relevant to additional
perchlorate PRPs. They reflect the fact that confiscated
fireworks were burned in the ALR pit in 1981 through 1983. We
believe that this practice was in place for many other years.
Fireworks are a traditional user of perchlorate.

Peter R. Taft

PRT:mlp
Enclosure
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EXPENSIVE TEST—Enthralled spectators watched
(250,000- worth of confiscated fireworks erupt in a

Trittunt Pnora or MxriMl Gogimng
iparfcllng orange ball of fire Tuesday as firefigaters
tested two methods for disposing of the contraband. .

Two Big-Bang Theories Tested
By TOM SCHRADER
Tribune Staff Writer

No one, including fire officials,, knew what to-expect
in Azusa Tuesday before the fuse was lit on $250,000
worth of confiscated fireworks.

What witnesses saw was an impressive blast — a
fiery orange ball sparkling with exploding fireworks.
Gray and black smoke billowed upward hundreds of

• feetrmushrooming-and blocking the sun. .. __ . .
"I.never knew it would burn that hot or that fast,"

said El Monte Fire Chief Charles Masten. "What a
demonstration of'what this stuff-can really do. It's
awesome." '

Masten said area fire departments were left "holding
the bag" after an accident July 29,1980, in San Diego in
which.three-military bomb disposal experts were killed
while transferring.hundreds of pounds of Mexican-made

disposing of the fireworks which were seized from
throughout the county. An Azusa rock and gravel
company donated a site.

A 50-foot-long, 5-foot-deep.jtrench was dug in the
'bottom of the gravel pit and the fireworks'— 2.5"miHlon'
firecrackers, 850,000 bottle rockets, huge aerial bombs
and safe and sane displays — filled it to the top.

The mound was covered with chicken wire to keep
burning fireworks from being scattered by any explo-
sions, doused with diesel fuel and set afire with flares
tossed by Azusa Fire Capt. Bill Franklin. Within
moments the roaring fire ignited the explosives.

Witnesses — mostly news crews and fire officials —
said it was like seeing an atomic blast -

About 30 minutes later another assortment of fire-
works, encased in a concrete pipe, was doused, with fuel
and torched in a comparison test. This method produced

fireworks from average Mf*lrtff:srthicte — -••-—-. — A.confined and reduced explosion.
~ ' "' — • • -The cache exploded and the victims were burned

beyond recognition.
Until thent military explosives experts had helped

dispose of seized fireworks: after that, it was considered
Joo hazardous.

Masten said the problem became even more urgent- - - ————— . . . . .

Covina Fire Chief-'Carl Johnson said that if-fireworks
have to be disposed of in the future the concrete pipe
method probably will be used ".because it Just seems
safer."

He said several agencies in Orange and San Bernar-
dino counties wanted to partfdpate_butj_'we told them to

two y-5?^-gpr^^h«r-T1M-TMrfi«natM-«i«-ton«-i»tL-:wait — that we had to find out how it would go. It went
fireworks inthe city and drove them all over, and back, well."
because no (facility) would accept them." The project was coordinated .by Johnson and Battal-

This year Covina and Azusa fire officials developed a 'on Chief George Stillwagon from Covina and Chief John
plan, endorsed by the fire chiefs association, for Uttlefield and Capt. Franklin from Azusa.
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By SARAH BOTTORFF « separate Hahn motion to '
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BLAST OFF s- Thooaaads tt ttre-
werta off ill kinds are taken from
track, bottom photo, and placed
la a cement tooe at AXOJU Land
Reclamation Co. where they were
detonated, shewn in photo at left,
and the remit wai a rather spec-
tacular displaydesplte the fact It

daylight The fireworks were
confiscated by police and fire

ul« UixvngDtitit the co
ty before, daring and after the
Fourth of July holiday and their
demiie Tuesday morning was co-
ordinated by the Lot Angeles
County Chapter of the California
Fire Chiefs Association. Fire de-
partments In the area received
many calls when the fireworks
were destroyed.
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By TOM WALDHAN
__ Stafl\Trter

Ail jyUiiilsUc Geuige Dcui
predicted in Industry Wed
night that be would overta
Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley
waning weeks of the guben
race, the way he overtook L
Mike Curb in the primary <
last June.

"We are doing what we di<
primary — moving in high

— the— end/' »»id the ttau i
general at a {250 per plat
reiser. "This is showing up

' polls and surveys."
Deukmejian joked that be

••• Los— Angeles voim would
Bradley on Nov. 2 what Ne
City voters did to Mayor Ed ',
the recent Democratic guben
primary in New York. .

"The people in New Yoi
liked Koch so much they didr
him to become governor,
Deukmejian. "If the folks
want to -keep Bradley in LA
fine with me."
• The Republican candidate I
ernor devoted most of his sp

- an attack .on the record c
_ Edmund Brown Jr.. rather U

•of his opponent.
"There is a dismal lack a

dence throughout -the state
Deukmejian, adding, "It's t
der."

He said Brown's policy o

Local Candida
To Appear in

Five San Gabriel Valley
dates are among a number o
dates and Latino .celebrities
vied to attend a "get out th

I raliy Friday at the Plaza de :
Cultural Center in Los Angele

Local candidates parttcipa
iTt-ttatt - fn

Montoya, D-ET Monte, who
nine in the 26th district; Rq
thtw ">T«rty'r~\T«rtinfT' r
mead, a canoioate in uie x
trict; Esteban Torres, Dern
hopeful in the 34th Congre
District; Charles -.Calderon,
cratic candidate in the 59th ,
bly District and Mike Reza,
eratlc mmlJiee to me. Had As

KKiieip umesrapen
1?'; '"•"'•'•£*?.•'• • v. •_ V-» if".', i "J\; - - -'.A ^ftfyf. ~r. •

^nation WMM^M^^Dmd^lMm
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Illegal Fireworks
Confiscations
Partly Credited
For Loss Decline

Detonated

rtcea w

ByTOMSCHRADER
Staff Wrtter

n was aa if a mini atomic bomb
had been detonated in Azusa
Tuesday when flrefighters from
several agencies gathered for
what has become an annual event
'— the destruction of fireworks
conflaoated by authorities during
the year.

With a call of "fire in tbe hole."
county Fire Department Engi-
neer BiH Franklin tossed two
lighted flares Into a concrete pipe
that had been filled with 300 cases
of legal and Illegal fireworks
muled at 1800.000, —————————

.Franklin then ran to a waiting
car be hoped wouldn't stall hear
tbe -pipe at the Azusa Land Recla-
mation: Center at Gladstone
SUyetmd Vincent Avenue. "— •
~IC;f56t a few
.abotnV)0;tt .
started to pop from inside, the
reinforced pipe and then the 100
or so firefignten and media, rep-
reaemaflTea were treated to a
Fourth of July, display that

"BrCBaiirevfeir in tte daylight" ~
A.tMck cohnnn of fire rolled at

least 200 feet Into the air and was
followed by a -plume of smoke
wniefa joirnAeA aaother~g)0~7eeT
skj naiil before it touved to .tbe
norttrwBSt and dtntpatod. '

The beat was Intenae even fruui
a rtistance of 390 yards.

Robert King. ctteUrf tbe Mon-
tebeflo Fire DepsrtcDent and vice

Qxmty Chapter -oethr California
Fir* CbJefa Ajaodatton, said the
destroctim of .the' explosive de-

-t
tion between ISveral igeadesv
;He said that becanse of enforce-

works-related fires and ln]vriea
.have been reduced the past three

.
Although rnmptete figures bar*

not yet been released by<he state
-

Angelei County Fire
wnfcn~iery«rjfo7' _^.__
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With a call of "fire In the hole,"
county Fire Department Engi-
neer B1JQ Franklin tossed • two
lighted flares into a concrete pipe
that bad been filled with 300 cases
of legal and illegal fireworksT*nted-»t IBOO.OOK ————————

.Franklin then ran to a waiting
car be hoped wouldn't stall near
tb* pipe at the Axusa Land Recla-
mation Center at GladstoneStreertnd Vincent Avenue. ~

fi &* a few minutea3xit~at
about 10:45 a.m. ^firecrackers
started to pop from inside tbe
reinforced pipe and then the 100
or so firefigbters and media rep-
reaentattvea were treated to a
Fourth of July display that was
brinianfeven in tbe daylight"

A thick column of fire rolled at
least 200 feet into the air and was
followed by a -plume of smoke
which «xteoded another 300 feet
skyward before it moved to the

Tbe beat was intense even from
a distance of 250 yards.

Robert King, chief of the Mon-
tebello Fire Bepartoent and vice
president of the Los 'Angeles
County Chapter of the California
Fire Chiefs Association, said the
destruction of the' explosive de-
vicai waa-ttx nH-of-
tionbetwee fveral agendes.

He amid that because of enforce-
JXkCOt ff'fTQ JDBQUI CeUXSMuftM DTfr"
works-related Ores and injuries
hare been reduced the past threeyears. ... - .

Although complete figures have
not yet been released by tbe state
FIrV Marshal'!" Office,' the'-XosAngeles County Fir* Department,
which serves" 44 "of IbaU dties
and aQ unincorporated areas^ ex-
perienced a dramatic .reduction,
^W^^HO« i . • x'' > " •"Tba -flfB1 tea recorded, by! tbe
(Xmuly departzneBt over the past
Fourth of July holiday period <was

ttr«3»4,063 thebefore,- In 1961, tb* loss .was
and m'lftB tt wu. ,

s total oomtywide loss in29B3 was

onea,
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